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Beacon Hill has had its fill …. 
 

               … of litter 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Environmental Activities and Poster Competition 
 
Woodhouse Eaves Plastic Free Group and Beacon Hill Country Park have joined 
together to tackle the increasing problem of litter in the Country park.   
 
Litter is a huge problem across the country.  Use these activities to learn more.  
Then design a poster to teach others why they should not drop litter.   
 
Enter your poster into the competition and you may get your design displayed 
around the park.  One lucky winner will also have the opportunity to walk with the 
alpacas and learn more about how the Rangers look after the park.  
(see last page for more details) 

  

NO MORE 
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How long will litter last? 
 
Very simply we can categorise our waste into items that are biodegradable and 
those that are non-biodegradable.   If an item is biodegradable, it can be 
consumed by microorganisms such as bacteria and will be turned back into 
natural products that are absorbed by the soil.   Non-biodegradable items can’t 
be broken down.  They might break up into smaller and smaller pieces but they 
will always exist on our planet.  

 
Activity 1: Can you sort the items below into biodegradable and 

non-biodegradable? 
 
 

             Biodegradable                         Non-biodegradable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Tip – there are two that fit in both categories) 
 

 
 (Answers at the end of the sheets.)  
 
BUT – even those items that are biodegradable will take many years to decompose if 
they are not in the right place.  Throwing an apple core into the hedge because it is 
biodegradable is still not acceptable.  Ideally, it should be taken home and put in a 
compost bin.  
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Many items that are thrown into our environment will remain there for years and years 
as they are non-biodegradable items.  Some that are biodegradable will still take years 
to decompose.    
 

Activity 2:  Take a guess at how long each of these items will 
take to decompose. 

Draw a line from an item to the amount out time it will take to decompose. 

Rolled up newspaper  100 years 

Aluminium can  1 month 

Banana skin  Never 

Paper bag  500 years 

Plastic bag  10 years 

Nappy  2 years 

Glass bottle  500 years 

 
(Answers at the end of the sheets.)  
 

Activity 3 – now put them in a timeline. 
Now rearrange the items in order from the quickest to decompose to the one that will 
never disappear.  
 

Item Time 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
If you ate a banana today, how old would you be when the skin decomposed?  If a ‘litter 
lout’ threw a can out of their car, what will the year be by the time it decomposes?   
 
 
  



4 
 

Of these items glass, cans, newspaper and paper bags could all be recycled.  That means 
the material is used again rather than being wasted.  
 
The problem is that even biodegradable items won’t break down in the wrong setting.  
Anything put into landfill will remain there, creating a harmful gas, methane.  A 
compost bin is the best way to dispose of kitchen food waste and the council brown bin 
scheme is for garden waste. 
 
Although a glass bottle can never decompose and a drinks can will take years and years 
to disappear they can be recycled again and again and again.  Plastic, however, can only 
be recycle once or twice before it is unusable.  
 

Who litters? Who suffers? 
 

Activity 4 
Many people litter.  We don’t really know why but they continue to do so.  Look 
carefully at the pictures below and write some sentences in the box to answer these 
questions.  How do they make you feel?  Are you ever the person in the picture?  What 
would you say to these people?  What will happen to the litter they are throwing away? 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What should people do with their litter? 
As you walk around the Beacon Hill Country Park, you will notice that there are very 
few litter bins.  This is to give people the strong message that they should take their 
litter home with them.   
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Lots of different animals live in Beacon Hill.  Can you think of how litter in their home 
would harm them?   
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wildlife Spotting 

 
We live in a wonderful area for nature.  Sadly, nature is what suffers when humans 
drop litter.   

Activity 5 – Take a walk 
 

Take a walk with a responsible adult on several different occasions.  On your walk find a 
quiet spot.  Stop and give yourself 10 minutes to watch for wildlife.   If you remain 
quiet you might be surprised at the number of animals you suddenly hear.  Make a list 
of the animals you hear and see.   Can you hear a difference in the songs of different 
birds?  Look up - are there squirrels or birds?  Can you see their nests? What sort of 
wildlife boxes can you spot – bats, birds? 
 
Notes from Walk 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Packham/Keep Britain Tidy 
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Notes from Walk 2:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes from Walk 3:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 6 – Your results 
 
How could you display your data from 3 different walks?  Maybe a tally chart or an 
illustrated list? Can you find a picture of each animal or tree on the internet to tell you 
what its name is? 
 
You could find some graph paper to use to help you.  
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The competition 
 
Beacon Hill has been experiencing huge numbers of visitors recently which is fantastic.  
But sadly, more people mean more litter.  We need to remind members of the public 
that litter is harmful to the animals that call the Beacon their home.   
 
Can you design a poster that could be displayed in the car parks and on gates around 
the park?  Think about all the activities you have just completed.   What message do 
you want to get across to people?  Think about slogans, captions, and a clear picture to 
get your message across.  
 
Rules of the competition.  
 

• Your poster needs to be A4.  It can be portrait or landscape.  It must create a 
clear picture when photographed or scanned.  Feel free to use collage, paint, 
pencil, materials – but to enter you will need to photo or scan the picture for it 
to be reprinted.   

• There are 4 categories:  Children in Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6.  The 
competition is open to anyone at St Paul’s Primary School or residents of 
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves.  

• Entries must be scanned or photographed and emailed to 
wheplasticfree@hotmail.com by 5 pm on Sunday 21 February (last day of half 
term). 

• The posters will be judged and the best one from each category will be made 
into posters to be displayed around the park.  An overall winner will be chosen 
from these 4 category winners.  The overall winner will be invited to join the 
Beacon Hill Rangers to walk with the park alpacas and learn more about how the 
park is managed every day.   

 
 
Within your email entry please give the following information: 
 
Child’s Name: 
 
Email of a responsible adult: (if different to the one you are submitting the entry on) 
 
Telephone number of a responsible adult: 
 
School Year:  
 
Do you attend St Paul’s Primary School?  Yes / No 
 
If no, please provide your postcode for Woodhouse or Woodhouse Eaves: 

mailto:wheplasticfree@hotmail.co
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Some extra research 
BBC Bitesize – What shall I do with my rubbish?  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zwywmnb 
BBC Bitesize - What is waste? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zp22pv4/articles/z2rhcj6 
Newsround – how is litter affecting the UKs animal population? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46345467 
Fun Kids Live – K is for Keeping Britain Tidy https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/environment/k-
is-for-keeping-britain-tidy/# 
Keep Britain Tidy – Future generations 
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/our-cause/educate-future-generations 
One for your adults – Woodhouse Eaves Plastic Free Group:  www.wheplasticfree.co.uk 
 
Activity 1: Answers  

Biodegradable 
 
Apple core, dog poo, 
egg shells, grass, 
lollypop, lollypop stick 
(if wood), tree, fruit 
peels 

Non-biodegradable 
 
Coke can, dog poo bag, 
fruit shoot bottle, lego, 
lollypop stick (if plastic), 
plastic toys 
 
 

 
Activity 2: Answers 

Rolled up newspaper 10 years  

Aluminium can 100 years 

Banana skin 2 years  

Paper bag 1 month 

Plastic bag 500 years 

Nappy 500 years 

Glass bottle Never 

 
Activity 3: Answers  

Paper bag 1 month 

Banana skin 2 years  

Rolled up newspaper 10 years  

Aluminium can 100 years 

Plastic bag 500 years 

Nappy 500 years 

Glass bottle Never 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zwywmnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zp22pv4/articles/z2rhcj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46345467
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/environment/k-is-for-keeping-britain-tidy/
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/environment/k-is-for-keeping-britain-tidy/
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/our-cause/educate-future-generations
http://www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/

